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Fajib ALANUDDIN, & Druze,. President of Neer East Resources and 
connet n business with Saab Bey Salaam, gave clearest experession 
o the views of the Loslew group. His knowledge of Lebanese finences 


ads him a very volueble source on the workings of the French benkera 
and French concessionery companies, His {oformation is nccurats, 


Joseph OUSHOURLIAN, assistant to Director General of Finance, 
Enows ILobénèse œniercial policy and expresesd the main points of the 
majority view, He has. nade two trips to the United States on official 
financial business, His information ie acourete, fie presented the 
Legation representative with Eicel Chihate®ls Liban dans lo Honde, 
Forspectives d'Avenir", . ; 
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FROM AMERICAN I GATION BEIRUT ge TER 
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REF = ÿ Hi 4 48 
ï 
Eu T re American Legation, 
ee Les Dn Beirut, Lebanon. 
“nr |FÈB 2 
SuBiecT: The Political eu & No+la58 July 3, 1946, 
: 0: ji 4 
ical Control frerctes by the Commercial Class in Lebanon r PRE 
[ SABLE CF ŒTaUTs 4 RESTRICTED : Lg 
: Page : 
sueery À aa LCR 
ÉSSS SUBJECT: Transmitting a Survey the Economie Lis EU CT 
Part 1 - Survey of Leading Wealthy Pizuros of the Lébanese ss? of Lobanon. 
7 Tomercial Class 3 Ë 
1, Inérea er ci # DS f LS 
. se in Commercial Importance of Lebanon 3 + pti L 
8. Genernl Commerce s 3 6 The Minister has the honor to trenmit herewith the { 
db. Transit Trade : 4 ë : tort of an eddress recently delivered by Mr. Neim Amtouni, É : 
©. Reason for Increase 4 OË Assistant Director of the Lebanese Ministry of National œ 
© Economy, at the Amricen Junior Collegæ 1n Betrut. It was e 
2. leading Lebanese Fortunes £ ST Prepared end delivered in English and hes been only slight- e 
a Frosidential Clique of Seven Figures (Hussein Bey 9 1y edited by the Commercial Atteché, chiefly to remove 4 
Queiäl, Foud Ehowry, Michol Dountt, Henri Pharaon, 1 typine errors. a . 
Jean Fattel, Alfred Kottench, Halii el-Ehoury) su NS Ô ; 
b+ Proninent Leubers of the French Group mho are not in — E This rather long text 18 trensnitted because it 19 S ï 
the Primary Presidentiel Cirole nas 4 believed that the economic officera of the Department will N ; 
6 Hisollenqus Fortense asus NS be interested to learn whet en official in the Ministry of 4 : 
d Other Fartunes of Medium ire 15 & National Economy at Beirut thinks the basic economie prob- 1] ÿ 
fl lems of Lebanon are and what should be dons ebout them, EN 
Part _I1 = The Degree of Political Control Exercisod by the / His omosition is more explicit end positive then anything oo 
TEssdérs of thé Lebanese Leroantile Class 17 thus fer presented by any Lebensse Minister or official. ÿ 
DFA 
Be & summary of Tleir Achievements 17 Mr, Anfouni has been trying, without much success, to “+ LU . 
B. Their Control of Conmeroial Pokoy 18 bersusde a succession of Lebanese Ministers of National 
C« The Presidentiel Clique, its Favored Position 20 Economy to adopt and ebnounce an official economic program, G 
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ls French banking Activity 22 + {of Lebenon’s administrative problems but 1t indioetes the DS 
2, Evidence of Wear 9£ French Control 26 “ lines of economie policy which Mr. Amiouni 4g trying to get [a 
Evaluetion of Sources HORS SE le DEPARTMENT OF STATE 28 -:68tetlished, 4 chief contention is that the import trade mt 
ds _ É . RÉCEIVED i k RE entr sites ee on re 1. national interest; Oo 
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